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David Almeling 
O'Melveny & Myers LLP, San Francisco, CA, USA 

David is a partner in the San Francisco office of O’Melveny & Myers LLP and has been recognized by Legal 500, 
IAM Patent 1000, Law 360, the National Law Journal, and others, as a leading attorney in trade secret law. He 
has represented clients in matters that span the full range of trade secret and employee mobility counseling and 
litigation. His book, Trade Secret Law and Corporate Strategy, is now in its third edition. He has taught trade 
secret law at UC Berkeley Law School for the last few years. He also advises clients on patent strategy and 
litigates patent cases. David is currently serving as Vice-Chair of The Sedona Conference Working Group  12 on 
Trade Secrets. 

Russell Beck 
Beck Reed Riden LLP, Boston, MA, USA 

Russell is a business and intellectual property litigator, nationally recognized for his trade secrets and 
noncompete experience. He has often been cited as an expert in trade secrets and noncompetes. Russell teaches 
Trade Secrets and Restrictive Covenants at Boston University School of Law. His books include Trade Secrets 
Law for the Massachusetts Practitioner (1st ed., MCLE, Inc. 2019) and Negotiating, Drafting, and Enforcing 
Noncompetition Agreements and Related Restrictive Covenants (6th ed., MCLE, Inc. 2021). He prepared the 
firm’s widely used 50 State Noncompete Survey and the firm’s 50 State Trade Secrets Comparison Chart, and 
administers the blog, Fair Competition Law. He has over 30 years of experience representing corporate and 
individual clients throughout the country in federal and state trial and appellate courts, arbitrations, and 
mediations. 

Demarron Berkley 
Google, Mountain View, CA, USA 

Demarron is Senior Litigation Counsel on Google's in-house Litigation team, handling domestic and 
international cases involving a breadth of legal issues and technology areas. He handles primarily patent 
litigation matters, but also works on cases involving privacy, defamation, and trade secret theft. Before joining 
Google, he represented clients in general commercial and intellectual property disputes before federal and state 
courts throughout the country. Demarron began his legal career as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Charles 
R. Wilson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. Before law, he was an engineer at top technology 
companies and taught college computer programming classes. 

Hon. Hildy Bowbeer (ret.) 
U.S. District Court, District of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN, USA 

Judge Bowbeer served as a U.S. Magistrate Judge for the District of Minnesota from June 2014 until her 
retirement in June 2022. Prior to her appointment, she was an Assistant Chief Intellectual Property Counsel with 
3M Company, where she managed IP litigation both in the U.S. and internationally. Judge Bowbeer received her 
law degree from the University of Michigan in 1979. Following her graduation, she clerked for the Minnesota 
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Supreme Court before entering private practice. In 1985, she became one of the seven founding partners of 
Bowman and Brooke, and had a national practice in product liability litigation before joining 3M in 1997. Judge 
Bowbeer is a judicial advisor to The Sedona Conference and has contributed to its projects on Electronic 
Discovery, Patent Litigation Best Practices, and Trade Secret Litigation Best Practices. She serves on the Federal 
Practice Committee for the District of Minnesota and co-authored the District’s Guide for Practitioners on 
electronic discovery. She is also a member of the American Law Institute and the Hon. Jimmie V. Reyna 
Intellectual Property Inn of Court. She has authored a number of articles and speaks frequently in the U.S. and 
abroad on IP litigation management, electronic discovery, diversity and inclusion, and ADR. 

Leigh Ann Buziak 
Blank Rome LLP, Philadelphia, PA, USA 

Leigh Ann represents clients in various types of business disputes, with a concentration in handling difficult 
employment and intellectual property issues. She concentrates her practice on drafting, negotiating, and 
litigating non-compete agreements, pursuing departing employees for misappropriation of trade secrets, and 
defending companies from accusations of the same. Leigh Ann also provides strategic advice and counsel in 
employment matters, litigation risks, and investigations. Leigh Ann has experience developing digital evidence, 
including forensic investigations. Leigh Ann was recognized by The Legal Intelligencer as an “unsung hero” for 
her pro bono work on a case involving attempts to expunge the criminal record of the first Pennsylvania citizen 
released from prison on the basis of after-acquired DNA evidence. During law school, Leigh Ann served as a 
legal intern for the Honorable Bruce I. Fox, United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. 

Indira Cameron-Banks 
Cameron Banks Law, Los Angeles, CA, USA 

Indira founded Cameron Banks Law in 2021 to bring the full weight of her legal and investigative experience to 
bear on claims and issues that everyday people face in their personal pursuits of truth and justice both inside 
and outside the courtroom. As an Assistant United States Attorney in Los Angeles for over thirteen years, Indira 
worked tirelessly for federal crime victims and everyday consumers, recovering hundreds of millions of dollars 
in restitution and federal penalties. She directed large federal investigations into the fraudulent mortgage 
lending and securitization practices at the root of the 2008 financial crisis resulting multi-million dollar 
settlements. Indira’s leadership at the U.S. Dept. of Justice (DOJ) led to her appointment on national DOJ 
working groups focused on financial fraud and financial recovery, internal auditing teams, and as faculty at the 
DOJ’s national training center. She served as a member of the senior management team in the United States 
Attorney’s Office as Chief of the Financial Litigation Section and as Special Counsel to the United States 
Attorney. Indira has investigated, litigated, and resolved civil matters (including financial fraud, constitutional 
violations, torts, employment discrimination, administrative actions, consumer protection, and immigration), 
and prosecuted criminal matters (including illegal firearms and drugs, child pornography, assault, identity theft 
and financial fraud). During the global pandemic, she left her federal appointment to serve the most vulnerable 
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members of our community by assuming direction of a large legal services program serving those experiencing 
homelessness in Los Angeles County. Indira has called Los Angeles her home for over fifteen years, but she 
began her career in courtrooms across New England defending clients in professional liability, products liability 
and toxic tort matters. She is a proud graduate of the University of Chicago and of Boston University School of 
Law. 

Stephen Y. Chow 
Stephen Y. Chow, PC,  Boston, MA, USA 

Steve started practice in 1976 defending against antitrust, patent and trade secrets charges, applying broad 
technology training and knowledge of competition law. Through swings in technology rights and investment 
policy, domestic and international, Steve has practiced uniquely “full spectrum” as a patent drafter, start-up and 
venture fund counselor, and business tort/governance litigator (most recently administrative challenges of 
medical device patent portfolios and assertion of electric vehicle battery patents). A life member of the American 
Law Institute and of the Uniform Law Commission, Steve has participated in a generation of drafting most 
recently of the Uniform Personal Data Protection Act, the Uniform Restrictive Employment Agreements Act and 
Amendments to the Uniform Commercial Code – Emerging Technologies (primarily blockchain). The 
“Massachusetts” version of the UTSA, to which Steve contributed, was enacted in 2018. Steve wrote wholly or 
substantially Data Security and Privacy in Massachusetts, E-Commerce and Communications, International 
Computer Law and Law of the Internet. He has taught at Suffolk Law School and teaches at Boston University 
School of Law around his interest of rationalizing the convergence of proprietary (including personal) 
information rights, commercial and competition law, and societal interests in automated decision making. 

Monte Cooper 
Goodwin Procter LLP, Redwood City, CA, USA 

Monte is Senior Counsel Goodwin Proctor LLP’s Silicon Valley office and is a member of the firm’s Intellectual 
Property Litigation Group. The focus of his practice is on patent and copyright litigation, particularly contexts 
that involve computer software and hardware, as well as network-related applications. He has represented 
many hi-tech companies in complex and high-profile patent litigation. Monte is a frequent speaker and writer 
on cutting-edge IP topics, and regularly contributes to his firm’s appellate issues and Supreme Court practice. 
He also provides guidance on complex intellectual property licensing obligations. Prior to joining Goodwin, 
Monte was of Counsel at Orrick. He also was associated with firms in Pasadena, CA and Denver, CO. Monte the 
liaison between the Steering Committees for The Sedona Conference Working Group 9 on Patent Damages and 
Remedies (WG9), Working Group 10 on Patent Litigation Best Practices (WG10), and Working Group 12 on 
Trade Secrets (WG12). 

Victoria Cundiff 
Paul Hastings LLP, New York, NY, USA 

Vicki is a litigation partner at Paul Hastings LLP, and is a leader of the firm’s nationally ranked global trade 
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secrets litigation practice. She has had extensive experience litigating trade secrets, non-compete, “inevitable 
disclosure,” intellectual property ownership, and other intellectual property and commercial disputes in state 
and federal courts throughout the U.S., and before a variety of arbitration and mediation tribunals. Vicki also 
coordinates multi-jurisdictional litigation. As important, she helps her clients with installing proactive measures 
to guard against misappropriation, and by designing confidential verification protocols for resolving intellectual 
property use and ownership disputes in and outside of court. A frequent writer and speaker in the field, Vicki 
teaches classes in intellectual property law as a Visiting Lecturer in Law at Yale Law School and at the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School. Vicki is currently serving as Chair of The Sedona Conference Working Group 12 
on Trade Secrets (WG12). 

Joseph D'Angelo 
Cisco, Southborough, MA, USA 

Joe is a Senior Corporate Counsel at Cisco where he analyzes complex business and IP issues and provides 
business oriented counseling to executive leadership and engineering within his division. Joe's role at Cisco 
includes protecting innovations through patents and trade secrets, supporting ongoing IP litigation efforts, and 
providing inbound and outbound contractual IP and business support. Joe also oversees a Patent Technology 
and Trade Secret Committee. Before joining Cisco through an acquisition, Joe was Director, Patent and 
Technology Counsel at Acacia Communications where he established Acacia’s internal intellectual property 
function and had responsibility for all aspects of Acacia’s IP. His practice includes overseeing the development 
and management of Acacia’s patent and trademark portfolios, patent drafting and prosecution, trade secret 
protection, IP licensing, standards, Open Source, supporting IP related litigation matters and contract 
negotiations, as well as general IP counseling. 

Hon. Kevin Doyle 
US District Court, District of Vermont, Burlington, VT, USA  

Judge Doyle is a United States Magistrate Judge in the District of Vermont. He is a graduate of Georgetown 
University and Seton Hall Law School, where he served as an Articles Editor on the law review. Prior to his 
appointment as Magistrate Judge, he was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the District of Vermont from 2007 to 
2021, handling matters in both the Civil and Criminal Divisions, concluding his service as First Assistant U.S. 
Attorney. After law school, he was a judicial law clerk in the District of Vermont, the District of New Jersey, and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Judge Doyle has taught criminal law courses at Norwich 
University and Vermont Law School, and legal writing and appellate advocacy at the Justice Department’s 
National Advocacy Center. He is a member of the American Law Institute. 

Jonathan J Engler 
Mintz, Washington, DC. 

Jonathan is a seasoned intellectual property attorney who focuses his practice on representing clients in patent, 
trade secret, copyright and trademark litigation before the US International Trade Commission (ITC), and in 
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appeals of those disputes at the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Drawing on his extensive experience 
as an ITC attorney in private practice and his tenure as an attorney with the ITC and in the US Department of 
Commerce, he successfully represents parties on both sides of ITC disputes, including representing them in 
relation to the enforcement of remedial orders through US Customs and Border Protection. Cases he has handled 
have been directed to semiconductors, batteries, LED lighting, cellular communications, networks, and 
consumer electronics, and have involved some of the most widely recognized electronics and consumer 
products companies. 

Sheryl Falk 
Winston & Strawn LLP, Houston, TX, USA 

Sheryl is co-chair of Winston & Strawn’s Global Privacy and Data Security practice and is recognized as a 
premier resource in the field of privacy and technology. Her clients have described her “experience and talent” 
as “unparalleled.”  Sheryl draws upon her deep expertise in privacy, data security, and forensic technology as 
well as her strong litigation background to handle complicated data issues, lead computer forensic 
investigations, and develop data security and trade secret protection procedures. Sheryl is a former Federal 
Prosecutor and has been recognized in Legal 500 in Privacy/Cyber Security, Trade Secrets and Information 
Governance.  

Cameron Fine 
DLA Piper LLP (US), Phoenix, AZ, USA 

Cameron has extensive experience litigating trade secrets cases across multiple states, federal districts, and 
countries. His experience includes litigating Defend Trade Secrets Act and Uniform Secrets Act claims in state 
court, federal court, and domestic and international arbitration representing both plaintiffs and defendants. He 
also has experience with internal investigations related to trade secrets issues and advising companies on 
policies related to trade secrets. He has managed and advised clients concerning their global trade secrets 
strategy related to issues and disputes occurring simultaneously across multiple continents and countries. 
Among Cameron's cases is a ruling obtaining preliminary injunction against a foreign corporation for 
misappropriation of a domestic medical device manufacturer’s trade secrets. He subsequently won in the 
United States Court of Appeals establishing new law concerning the extraterritorial application of the Ohio 
Uniform Trade Secrets Act. 
 
Benjamin I. Fink 
Berman Fink Van Horn P.C., Atlanta, GA, USA 

Ben is a shareholder at Berman Fink Van Horn P.C. in Atlanta, Georgia. He concentrates his practice on business 
and employment litigation with an emphasis on restrictive covenant and trade secret disputes. Ben is a well-
respected writer and published author. He lectures regularly on competition-related topics and other legal issues 
facing businesses and he blogs at Georgia Non-Compete and Trade Secret News. Ben co-authored a chapter on 
Restrictive Covenant Litigation for Georgia Business Litigation (Daily Report Books). He has co-authored a 
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Practice Note on Georgia Confidentiality, Nondisclosure and Non-Solicitation Agreements (Thomson Reuters). 
Currently, Ben serves as the Chair-Elect of the AIPLA’s Trade Secrets Committee. He was named one of 
Georgia’s Legal Elite, a Top 100 SuperLawyer in Georgia and was awarded an AV Preeminent rating by 
Martindale-Hubbell. He obtained his J.D. degree from Emory University School of Law (where he serves as the 
President of the Alumni Board) and his undergraduate degree from Duke University. 

Hon. Beth Labson Freeman 
U.S. District Court, Northern District of California, San Jose, CA, USA 

Judge Freeman is a Judge on the Federal Court in the Northern District of California, appointed by President 
Obama in 2014. Judge Freeman sits in the San Jose Division, hearing a broad array of cases including antitrust, 
civil rights, consumer class actions, commercial litigation and technology cases including patent, trademark, 
copyright and trade secret cases. She serves on the Northern District’s patent local rules and jury instruction 
committees. Judge Freeman previously was a Superior Court Judge in San Mateo County, California from 2001 
to 2014. Judge Freeman served as Presiding Judge and Assistant Presiding Judge of the San Mateo Court. Prior 
to her appointment to the bench in 2001, Judge Freeman was deputy county counsel in San Mateo County, and 
an associate attorney at Lasky, Haas and Cohler in San Francisco and Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver and Jacobson 
in Washington, DC Judge Freeman is a graduate of the Harvard Law School and University of California, 
Berkeley. 

Christopher Gerardi 
Charles River Associates, Washington, DC, USA 

Christopher is a vice president at Charles River Associates (CRA) based in Washington, DC and New York, with 
more than 25 years of experience providing economic, financial, and accounting advisory services to companies, 
legal counsel, regulatory authorities and tribunals involved in transactions, investigations and disputes. He 
brings to his clients the depth and breadth of CRA’s global resources to address critical issues in controversy, 
evaluate and mitigate risk, and improve performance. An internationally recognized advisor and economic 
damages expert, Chris has expertise in matters relating to intellectual property, ITC investigations, commercial 
litigation, and international arbitration. He has worked with legal counsel, management and licensing 
professionals in the development and execution of royalty audit and licensing compliance programs, technology 
valuation, and licensing strategy. Chris has provided oral and written evidence in matters before U.S. federal 
and state courts, the U.S. International Trade Commission, and multiple international arbitration forums. He is 
a regular speaker on the topic of patent, trade secret, and commercial economic damages at several professional 
organizations. 

Dina Hayes 
Arnold & Porter, Chicago, IL, USA 

Dina has extensive complex trade secret litigation expertise involving state law trade secret statutes across 
multiple federal districts. Her experience covers implementing best practices for protecting trade secrets under 
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the Defend Trade Secrets Act as well as preparing custom made policies for the investigation and security of 
trade secret information. She also advises clients in matters connected with application, opposition and 
reexamination proceedings before the United States Patent and Trademark Office for both patents and 
trademarks. Dina is also experienced in all facets of full scale multiple-patent and multiple-party patent litigation 
in a variety of industries. Her diverse experience includes handling complex intellectual property cases 
involving power tools, power tool accessories, automotive brake components, automotive electrical modules, 
biomedical infusion devices, power wheelchair suspension systems, cardiac ablation devices and techniques, 
and digital audio fingerprinting methods. 

Benjamin Herbert 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Los Angeles, CA, USA 

Ben is a partner in Kirkland & Ellis’ Intellectual Property Group. He has significant experience representing 
plaintiffs in trade secret misappropriation trials. Since 2019, he was a key member of three trial teams that 
secured more than $1.5 billion in jury verdicts in cases involving claims for misappropriation of trade secrets. 
His practice primarily focuses on litigation in Federal District Courts, where he has worked on and led teams 
for both plaintiffs and defendants litigating complex cases involving diverse technologies, including digital 
radios, medical devices, computer software and hardware, graphics processors, bitcoin mining, portable 
power generation, and satellite technology. Ben also has significant experience before the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, where he clerked for Judge O’Malley, including drafting briefs and arguing 
before the court. 
 
Randall Kay 
Jones Day, San Diego, CA, USA 

Randy is a trial lawyer with nearly thirty years of experience representing intellectual property owners in 
disputes over trade secrets, confidential information, patents, unfair competition and contracts. He handles jury 
trials, arbitrations, injunction proceedings and appeals. Randy has represented trade secret plaintiffs and 
defendants, successfully resolving cases through summary judgments, settlements, favorable jury verdicts from 
coast to coast, and IP appeals in the California and federal courts of appeal. Randy's matters involve technologies 
in computers, telecommunications, semiconductors, medical devices, biotech and the life sciences. The Legal 500 
named Randy a Leading Lawyer for trade secret litigation. Randy is co-editor/author of the treatise Trade Secret 
Litigation and Protection in California, published by the State Bar of California. 

Maria Kreiter 
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C., Milwaukee, WI, USA 

Maria Kreiter is a shareholder in the litigation group at Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. and Chair of the firm’s Trade 
Secret and Non-Competition Practice Group. Her practice focuses on complex business litigation, including 
claims involving trade secrets, non-competition agreements, banking and financial services disputes, and 
FINRA arbitrations. Maria’s trial experience includes court and jury trials in both state and federal court, as well 
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as numerous injunction hearings and temporary restraining order hearings. 

Lauren Linderman 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Lauren litigates complex commercial disputes, advocating for businesses during trade secret and non-compete 
litigation and other business torts and contractual disputes. She helps companies protect the valuable trade 
secrets and intellectual property that are critical to their businesses, including providing strategic advice and 
oversight on trade secret protection programs and implementation of clean room development plans. Lauren's 
experience includes a part-time secondment with a Fortune 10 company's in-house intellectual property legal 
team. Lauren has extensive consulting, pretrial, trial, and appellate experience in state and federal courts in both 
arbitration and mediation. Laruen is licensed to practice law in two states (Minnesota and California). Lauren is 
a former federal law clerk and graduated order of the coif from the University of Southern California Gould 
School of Law, where she served as editor-in-chief of the Southern California Law Review. 

Jennifer Lynn Miller 
Renmatix, Inc., King of Prussia, PA, USA 

Jennifer is the Chief Legal Officer, Senior Vice President and Secretary at Renmatix, IncPrior to Renmatix, Jenny 
was a partner at Ballard Spahr in the firm’s Philadelphia office. Her practice, and her work at Renmatix, has 
always focused on the business, finance and contract side of technology companies, including developing, 
collaborating in the development of, protecting, licensing, and selling intellectual property and processes and 
products protected by intellectual property. She served as a Wolcott Clerk to the Delaware Supreme Court. She 
earned her J.D. from the Delaware Law School, magna cum laude, and her B.A. from Dickinson College, Phi 
Beta Kappa. 

Prof. Nicole Morris 
Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, GA USA 

Nicole Morris is a Professor at Emory University School of Law. There, she oversees an innovative technology 
commercialization program wherein law students work with technology innovators to transform research into 
economically viable products. Nicole helps innovators and entrepreneurs identify their product’s value and 
create a marketplace advantage. Prior to Emory, Nicole practiced IP law for over eighteen years in large and 
mid-sized law firms. Nicole was Managing Patent Counsel for The Coca-Cola Company where she was 
responsible for the development and implementation of the Company’s global patent strategy. She also worked 
as an engineer for six years with 3M and Eli Lilly and has over twenty-five years of experience working with 
consumer products and technology commercialization. Nicole is a frequent speaker on innovation topics 
including the legal implications of technology, innovation strategy, and IP licensing. 
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Mindy Morton 
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP, San Jose, CA, USA 

Mindy is a partner with Procopio LLP. Her practice focuses on internet and intellectual property litigation. She 
helps companies resolve trade secret, trademark, copyright, computer fraud and non-compete agreement 
litigation. Mindy also litigates cutting-edge cases at the intersection of technology and free speech issues and 
defends internet companies against claims based on third party content. She works closely with clients to resolve 
disputes quickly and efficiently. Mindy earned a degree in political science from the University of California, 
Berkeley, and her J.D. from Yale Law School. 

Patrick O’Toole 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, Boston, MA, USA 

Patrick is a partner in Weil’s Boston office where he practices in the Complex Commercial Litigation and White-
Collar Defense & Investigations Groups. He has extensive trial experience covering a wide spectrum of 
industries and topics. His civil experience includes trade secrets, joint venture and partnership disputes, private 
equity investments, real estate and trust and fiduciary issues. In addition to trial work, Patrick represents clients 
in civil and criminal investigations and regulatory enforcement proceedings. He began his legal career by 
serving clerkships with the Honorable Francis J. Boyle of the U.S. District Court for the District of Rhode Island 
and the Honorable Neil L. Lynch of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 

Eric Ostroff 
Meland Budwick, P.A., Miami, FL, USA 

Eric is a shareholder at Meland Budwick, P.A. in Miami, Florida. He is a Chambers-ranked lawyer who focuses 
his practice on trade secret and restrictive-covenant litigation. Eric represents companies and individuals in 
these matters, across a variety of industries, including frequently obtaining emergency injunctions to prevent 
further misappropriation or violations of restrictive covenants. Eric has tried a number of bench and jury trials 
dealing with trade-secrets issues. He is the author of the Protecting Trade Secrets blog, which can be found at 
www.protectingtradesecrets.com. Eric earned his JD, summa cum laude, from the University of Miami School 
of Law, where he was a member of the law review. 

Jeff A. Pade 
Paul Hastings LLP, Washington, DC, USA 

Jeff is a partner in the Washington D.C. office of Paul Hastings LLP. Jeff is an intellectual property litigator with 
over 20 years of experience in all phases of trade secrets and other intellectual property disputes. He directs 
complex civil and criminal trade secrets litigations concerning diverse technologies for clients around the globe, 
and also represents clients in internal trade secrets audits and related forensic investigations, as well as trade 
secrets compliance initiatives. Jeff teaches Trade Secrets Law at The George Washington University Law School, 
and is a frequent speaker and author on trade secrets issues. 
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Hon. Donald F. Parsons Jr. (ret.) 
Retired, Wilmington, DE, USA 

Former Vice Chancellor Parsons consults on various corporate and intellectual property matters. He served on 
the Delaware Court of Chancery from 2003 to 2015. With a focus on alternative dispute resolution, his practice 
draws on his past mediation experience in various business and IP disputes before the Chancery Court as well 
as the Federal Circuit. Since rejoining Morris Nichols in 2016, Don has mediated and arbitrated a number of 
disputes involving IP licenses and IP-related aspects of mergers and acquisitions. He also advises on matters of 
corporate governance and alternative entities. During his judicial tenure, Don issued hundreds of opinions 
addressing significant questions concerning corporation law, alternative entities, and other complex commercial 
matters, including disputes regarding trade secrets and other forms of intellectual property. He is a fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a past president of the American College of Business Court Judges. 

Dean Pelletier 
Pelletier Law, LLC, Chicago, IL, USA 

Dean is the founder of Pelletier Law, LLC, an intellectual property law firm in Chicago, IL. Prior to founding 
Pelletier Law, Dean was a managing director at an intellectual capital merchant bank and a board 
member/shareholder at another IP law firm in Chicago. He has been working with IP for more than two decades. 
His practice focuses on leveraging patents and trade secrets. Dean has litigated and tried cases in U.S district 
courts, the U.S. International Trade Commission, and state courts and has argued before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Dean litigated one of the first Defend Trade Secrets Act cases. He also 
represented Amsted Industries, the prevailing complainant, in the groundbreaking trade secret case, TianRui v. 
ITC. Dean received his J.D. from Washington University School of Law (St. Louis, MO) and his B.S. in biomedical 
engineering from Northwestern University (Evanston, IL). 

James Pooley  
James Pooley PLC, Menlo Park, CA, USA 

Jim focuses on trade secret law and management, as an advocate, advisor and neutral. He is an author or co-
author of several major IP works, including his treatise Trade Secrets (Law Journal Press) and the Patent Case 
Management Judicial Guide (Federal Judicial Center). Jim’s most recent business book is Secrets: Managing 
Information Assets in the Age of Cyberespionage (Verus Press 2015). The Senate Judiciary Committee relied on 
Jim for expert testimony and advice regarding the 2016 Defend Trade Secrets Act. From 2009 to 2014 he managed 
the international patent system at WIPO in Geneva. He is a past President of AIPLA and Chairman of the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame. Jim is Chair Emeritus of The Sedona Conference Working Group 12 on Trade 
Secrets (WG12), after serving as its Chair from 2018 to 2021. He has taught at UC Berkeley School of Law. In 2016 
Jim was inducted into the IP Hall of Fame for his contributions to IP law and practice. 
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Matthew Prewitt 
Schiff Hardin LLP, Chicago, IL, USA 

Matt is a trial lawyer with a national practice in trade secrets litigation, disputes arising from the theft or 
destruction of electronic data, breach of restrictive covenants, and related claims for unfair competition and 
business torts. As lead trial counsel, Matt has obtained injunctive relief in expedited proceedings in more than a 
dozen states and has won case-terminating sanctions for destruction of electronic data in multiple suits. In 
addition to his trial practice, Matt frequently counsels clients on issues of data protection and employee mobility. 
Matt is the chair of Schiff Hardin’s Cybersecurity and Data Privacy Team, co-chair of the firm’s Trade Secrets 
and Employee Mobility Team, and a member of the firm’s e-Discovery Committee. Matt is a Certified 
Information Privacy Professional (CIPP/US) and member of the International Association of Privacy 
Professionals. He is an adjunct professor of law at Chicago-Kent College of Law. Matt is a graduate of the 
University of Chicago Law School. 

Christopher Racich 
Vestigant, Vienna, VA USA  

Christopher is President and founder of Vestigant™. Mr. Racich has been a leader in the fields of Computer 
Forensics and Electronic Discovery since 1997. Mr. Racich has conducted thousands of Computer Forensics 
investigations, and has been qualified to testify in Federal and State Courts and before arbitration bodies. Mr. 
Racich is a Certified Computer Examiner (CCE) through The International Society of Forensic Computer 
Examiners and is a recipient of the High Technology Crime Investigation Association (HTCIA) case of the year 
award for 2016.  

Daniel Reza Saeedi 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP, Naperville, IL, USA 

Daniel focuses his practice on issues relating to employment law, data privacy, and information security. He 
represents clients nationwide in the realm of trade secret theft, non-competition and non-solicitation agreements, 
and breaches of fiduciary duties. Daniel also provides counseling to business on how to employ best practices 
and policies to better position themselves to litigate unfair competition claims. In addition, he helps companies 
conduct complex internal investigations regarding intellectual property theft, computer fraud and unfair 
competition issues. Daniel also has a robust practice in data privacy, including matters related to biometric 
information and compliance with the Illinois Biometric Information Privacy Act. He has first-chaired several 
high-profile class actions involving consumer and employee privacy issues related to a variety of different 
technologies, and touching on several industries, including manufacturing, logistics, information technology 
and software design, marketing, health and medical devices, food, entertainment, and retail. Daniel is a Certified 
Information Privacy Professional (CIPP/US). 
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Heather Schroder 
Robert Bosch LLC, Farmington Hills, MI, USA 

Heather Schroder is a Director and Senior Legal Counsel for Robert Bosch LLC. Ms. Schroder is based out of 
Robert Bosch GmbH’s North American headquarters in Detroit, Michigan, and serves as the Team Leader of the 
M&A and Corporate legal team for North America. A New York native, prior to joining Bosch in 2014, Ms. 
Schroder was Senior Corporate Counsel at ATMI, Inc., a publicly traded, semiconductor company in 
Connecticut; prior to working in-house, Ms. Schroder worked as a Corporate Law Associate in private practice 
in New York City. Ms. Schroder is admitted to the bars of New York, Connecticut, and Michigan. She is a 
Director on the Board of Advisors for Syracuse University College of Law. Ms. Schroder regularly speaks on 
cross-border panels in the U.S. and in Germany. Ms. Schroder earned a juris doctor from Syracuse University 
College of Law, concurrently receiving her Master of Public Administration from the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs of Syracuse University. 

Dave Shenian 
Clark Hill, LLP, Los Angeles, CA, USA 

Dave is Chair of the Trade Secrets Committee of the Clark Hill Restrictive Covenant Strategic Initiative Team 
and regularly writes about nationwide developments in trade secrets law. For nearly three decades Dave has 
practiced as a commercial litigator in state and federal courts and draws upon his inquisitiveness in technology 
and persistence at problem-solving to litigate trade secret matters. Dave represents clients in a variety of business 
and commercial litigation matters including misappropriation of trade secrets, complex contract and business 
tort disputes, UCC/commercial law, and creditor’s rights. Dave represents manufacturers, distributors, 
healthcare companies, wholesalers, service providers, financial institutions and real estate investors. Dave is 
committed to helping clients by providing them with efficient, creative, and effective representation to resolve 
their legal matters. Intelligently aggressive in litigation, he strives to maximize the results for his clients. 

Abraham Y. Skoff 
Moses & Singer LLP, New York, NY, USA 

Abraham (Avi) is a Partner and Co-chair of Moses & Singer's Litigation practice, and Chair of the firm’s Business 
Torts/Unfair Competition practice. Avi focuses on complex civil litigation and has been involved in a number of 
major, newsworthy cases. He served as Assistant U.S. Attorney and Deputy Chief of the Civil Division, U.S. 
Attorney's Office, Eastern District of New York, and has litigated before courts and arbitration panels 
throughout the country. Avi has significant experience in a broad range of practice areas, including litigation 
over trade secrets, noncompetition agreements, health care, entertainment and toxic tort/product liability 
matters, among others. He is an experienced trial lawyer, has represented parties in complex, multiple forum 
litigation, and has extensive experience in litigating injunctive proceedings. Avi is admitted in New York and 
New Jersey and has a national practice. 

 



The 2022 Annual Meeting of The Sedona Conference Working Group on 
Trade Secrets (WG12) 

The Hyatt Regency Reston, Reston, VA 
September 7 – 8, 2022 

DIALOGUE LEADERS 

Page 13 

Hon. Sidney H. Stein 
US District Court - Southern District of New York, New York, NY, USA 

Judge Stein has been a United States District Judge for the Southern District of New York since 1995. He received 
an A.B. degree from Princeton University and a J.D degree from Yale Law School. Following his graduation, he 
was a clerk to the Chief Judge of the State of New York and Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals. 
Judge Stein was a partner in a litigation firm he founded in 1981 until his induction as a United States District 
Judge in 1995. Judge Stein was a member of the U.S. Delegation to the Special Commission on the Practical 
Operation of the Hague Convention in 2001 and was the recipient of the Stanley H. Fuld Award of the New York 
State Bar association in 2003, and the Edward Weinfeld Award of the New York County Lawyers' Association 
in 2012. Judge Stein is also a member of the American Law Institute, the board of directors of the Greater New 
York Councils of the Boy Scouts of America, and is Chair of the International Judicial Relations Committee of 
the Judicial Conference of the United States. 

Jim Vaughn 
iDiscovery Solutions (iDS), Costa Mesa, CA, USA 

Jim is a Managing Director at iDiscovery Solutions, a certified digital forensics examiner and a testifying expert. 
He has trained hundreds of law enforcement officers, attorneys, and other examiners on computer forensics and 
high-technology related issues involving best practices and methodologies. He is retired from law enforcement, 
has co-developed computer forensic courses for the California Department of Justice, and has been involved in 
high stakes cases throughout his career. Jim has extensive experience working on litigation and consulting 
matters in digital forensics, e-Discovery, and other high technology issues. His experience covers both the 
Windows and MAC OS platforms. He serves his clients through the litigation or consulting lifecycle by assisting 
them with important issues like data scoping, preserving, gathering, processing, hosting, review and 
production, as well as deeper diving issues uncovered through the use of digital forensics. 

Erik W. Weibust 
Epstein Becker & Green P.C., Boston, MA, USA 

Erik has a national litigation practice, representing companies of all sizes and in various industries throughout 
the U.S. in high-stakes commercial litigation involving theft of trade secrets, breach of restrictive covenant 
agreements, and unfair competition, among other things. He also advises clients with respect to the protection 
of trade secrets and proprietary information; the drafting, implementation, and enforcement of post-
employment restrictive covenants; and the hiring of executives, key employees, and strategic groups from 
competitors. Erik represents some of the world’s largest insurance, staffing, medical device, pharmaceutical, and 
technology companies, as well as other companies of all sizes and levels of maturity in various industries. He 
has won substantial victories for his clients in court and at the negotiating table. 


